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III.— VOWEL-LENGTH IN KING ALFRED'S OROSIUS. 

Investigations into the quantity of Old English vowels upon the 
basis of manuscript indications, have already been undertaken by 
Sweet 1 and by Sievers." A complete exhibit of the long vowels 
of the individual texts, as determined by the accentuation and 
duplication of vowels, has as yet nowhere been given. The object 
of the present paper is to furnish such a list of long vowels, as 
contained in Part I of King Alfred's Orosius. 

The vowels of the Old English words are conveniently divided 
into two groups, according as they are long by nature or by posi- 
tion. To the former of these groups (I) belong those vowels 
whose length can be determined by evidence independent of 
accentuation and duplication. The latter (II) comprises such 
vowels as have undergone secondary lengthening in certain posi- 
tions, as before a liquid or nasal + consonant, when final, etc. 
These groups are followed by a third (III), which contains the 
proper nouns, mostly of foreign origin. 

Since duplication occurs in only two instances, waa 1 14 31 and 
undablinnendlice 36 s1 , the evidence of length reposes, with these 
exceptions, entirely upon accentuation. Within each of the first 
two divisions the words are arranged in the order of the parts of 
speech, pronouns following immediately after nouns, and the pre- 
fixes being placed at the end. Inflected words are not reduced to 
their typical forms, as nouns to the nominative singular, verbs to 
the infinitive, etc., but are quoted as they occur in the text ; the 
list is believed to be complete, or approximately so, the marginal 
forms from the Cottonian MS (C) being likewise included. 

A few particulars may be noted : 

(a) Diphthongs (if Sweet's edition accurately represents the 
MSS in this particular) usually take the accent on the former of 
the two vowels ; thus /a (18 times), gt!ar (3 times), ie (12 times), 
Uaspeltingum (once, C), triew\a (once), \eowan (once), but edc (4 

■Proceedings of the Philological Society for April 16, 1880, and June 3, 
1881. 
2 Angelsachsische Grammatik, §§120-125. 
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times), ]>edtra (once), while on bead (once) may be considered 
doubtful. 

(b) When g is lost before d, 8 and n, the preceding palatal is 
lengthened (Sievers, Angels. Gram. §214, 3) ; examples are re'n 
(twice), betid (once), lf& (once), gesced (twice). 

(c) The vowel of do'm is long, even when the independent word 
becomes a quasi-derivational suffix, as in cristenddm, ealdor- 
ddm, etc. 

(d~) The form cemdd of Bosworth-Toller is to be corrected by 
104 4 , and the prefix a- of the same dictionary is to be marked 
long, the 89 instances in Orosius, including undablinnendlice, being 
superadded to the arguments supplied by etymology. 

(e) A number of examples of secondary lengthening are of 
interest. God I02 1S reopens the question of a popular etymology 
of the word in the O. E. period (cf. M tiller's Science of Language, 
Second Series, p. 302 of the American edition, and Skeat's Ety- 
mol. Diet. s. v. God). 

Seglode 19" may possibly indicate palatal or even vocalic pro- 
nunciation of the g. 

Wrdcende 50" (C) is supported by Orm's wrekenn; Strat- 
mannhas wrdken, Laz. 13749, but is not supported by Madden's 
edition ; Chaucer (Canterbury Tales and Romaunt of the Rose) 
rimes wreke only with speke (once awrekith with brekith, Rom. 
Rose 278) ; moreover, these words are carefully distinguished, in 
Chaucer's rime-system, from words like inf. seke, O. E. s/can, 
which rimes with ckeke, eke, meke, seeke (O. E. s/oc'), i. e. with 
words whose vowel is derived from an originally long vowel or 
diphthong of O. E. Hence, if the conclusions of Sweet (Hist. 
Eng. Sounds, pp. 51, 54, 11 1, 117), and of Ten Brink (Anglia I 
53°> 533). a re to be accepted, we must assume that the / of wrd- 
cende is not only long (cf. Sievers, Angelsachs. Gram. §122), but 
has also undergone a change of quality, its pronunciation having 
become that of the low-front-narrow vowel. Accordingly, this 
secondarily lengthened / (Sievers' <?) of O. E. is to be distin- 
guished in sound from the older e" (Hist. Eng. Sounds, p. 33). 

The forms dfylde 258' (C), onstaled ioo 11 (C), getrymedon 
38 30 and gen/fa 266" (C) are unusual and remarkable. So, too, 
are the prefixes mfdrddn 1 18", gtdydon 142 8 and wdnspeda 116 s1 . 

Examples of misplaced accent, due to carelessness in transcrip- 
tion, are probably a]>ds 122 19 , w<zrdn 70 11 , the second syllable of 
hir(f)dn 70 1 , and perhaps gtfdydon cited above. 
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I. — Original Length. 
Nouns. 

ade 20". ar (honor) 18 16 ; are 56", 94°. are (brass) 54". arge- 
otere 2 e (doubtful accent), 54 20 . ae 88 19 , 106 24 , 250 19 . serendracan 
92", 136 8 , 142 1 . aewielme 14 36 . 

ban 17 36 . blod 30 9 . boc s8 12 , 266 s2 . bot 64 18 . 

c6ortana (C) 242 s . 

daedbote 256 13 . dffil 2o 30 , 46 18 , 48", 52", 88 3 , no 13 , 150 1 ; dael 
46 20 . die 74 18 . d6m 96" ; cristendom 48", 212", 258 s1 , 260 21 , 286 3 , 
288", 288 s ; ealdordom 88 20 ; freodom 202 29 ; Seowdom 98 s , )>eow- 
dome 224 30 . 

6a 8 16 , 8 30 , io 16 , io 27 , io 30 , 12 19 , 14 14 , 22 1 , 22 5 , 22 29 , 26 18 , 26 21 , 72 12 , 
74', 74 2 , 7 6 e , 8 4 6 , 124 29 . 

flan ii2 16 , 144 27 . fyr i 6 , 5 24 , 88 30 , 168 36 , i8o u , 220 16 , 226', 252", 
286 31 ; fyrbryne 252 20 ; fyrsmeortendum 36 30 . 

gerad 122 4 , 236 s . genot 212 16 . g6ar 20 23 , 142 23 ; geare 108 16 ; 
gir 270 22 , 274 s . 

ham 17 24 . hsefena 32". hus 274 12 ; maSmhus 240 15 . 

ie 8 10 , 8", 8 14 , io 7 , io 13 , io 30 , io 36 , 14 28 , i6 2 , 186 23 , 186 27 , 186 31 . 

lif 112 13 . leaspellengum 94 s9 (C). 

mandaeda 42 17 (cf. Manfeld 108 20 ). maed 92". m6do 20 18 . 
mor 18 33 . 

pinunge 54". 

raedpeahteras 72 s , 256 s ; unraed 170 13 . r6n 194 19 , 194 26 . 

sae i", 3 23 , 8 20 , io 18 , io 21 , io 34 , I2 I3 ( 2 ), 12 24 , I2 26 , I2 28 , I2 30 , I4 16 , 
I7 6 . I7 U , I7 18 . 18", I9 18 , I9 2 °, 20 12 , 22 3 , 22 6 , 26 33 , 28", 3O 1 , 82 12 , 

84 13 , 90 20 , 96 31 , 104 26 , n6 6 , 202 1 , 206", 210 29 , 226 6 , 226", 226 12 , 246 20 , 
258 18 , 27o' 4 ( 2 ) ; sffis io 34 , 12 20 , 16 24 , 24", 210 31 ; saeearm 22 4 ; saefae- 
relde 38 s3 ; Ostsae 16 24 ; Profentsae 22 30 ; Wendelsae 8 23 , 8 28 , 8", 12', 

12", I2 33 , I4 21 , I4 33 , 22 14 , 22 18 , 22 29 , 24 s , 24", 26*, 26 7 , 26 14 , 26"; 

Wendelsaes 8 12 ; Westsae 17 3 ; widsae I7 27 , 19 26 . scir 19 9 . scop 
202 26 . siif> 106 13 . 

tacne 38 36 . triewfa 218 17 . tune 264 4 . 

ungetima 70 7 (C). 

peatra 154 3 . p£owan 20 17 . 

waa 1 14 3 '. wif i 26 , 44 20 , 44 30 , 64 34 , 266 14 ; wifmen 48 13 . wol 70 12 ; 
w6lbaernes 62 s4 ; wolbryne 86 24 . 

ygland 26 28 . yst 104 22 . 
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Pronouns. 

(1) Personal: hi 34 1 , 25s 16 , 258 29 (C), 268' (C), 276 16 (C); 
hy (only in C) 48'", 146 28 , 170*, 172"*, 172 31 , 202". us 20 4 , 24'. 

(2) Demonstrative: $as 62 11 ; fas 136 30 . 

(3) Indefinite: nan 17", 210 21 . 

Adjectives. 

(1) Descriptive: semode 104 4 . 
brad 20 8 , 226 1 . 

genog 260 11 ; genoh 20 19 , 58 14 . god 18 3 , 36 1 , 58", g8 3 , 250"; 
gode 62 s , 264 s , 270 26 ; godes 264 s . godcunde 32". 
hir(r)an 70 1 . 
ricestena 258 14 . 
wis 58". 

(2) Numeral: an 3 s , 3 s2 , 12 32 , 19 10 , 21 12 , 21 13 , 26 34 , 40*, 48 s3 , 70 34 , 
8o 2 »,90 6 , 90 20 , io2 7 , io4 22 , 108 10 , ii2 2 ', 116', 116 4 , 118 3 , 120 31 , 140", 
I52 M , 154", 2i6 6 , 216 21 , 226", 2 34 2 , 2 44 26 , 2 44 26 (C), 282 19 ; ane 
202 3 ; anes 160 20 ; anre40 13 ; anum 240 26 ; anraednesse 222". 

tu 76". pry 150" (C); ]rim34 30 . fif2o 36 . 

Verbs. 

(ge-, on) bad 17 16 , 102 30 , 140 20 . bad 108", 146 19 . (ge) bud 17 28 ; 
(ge) bun 60 34 . (on) bead 168 13 (C). 

(be-, ofer) com 5", 6 4 18 , 86 26 , 92 13 , 108 11 , 134 s ", 136 11 , 140 23 , 
158", i 5 8 31 , 166 18 , 166 22 , i68 16 , i 7 8 2 , 178 22 , 180", 190 s , 196 26 , 200 3 , 

200 32 , 204 34 , 206 3 , 2IO', 2I2 3 , 2l6 17 , 222 13 , 222 22 , 228 3 , 228", 23O 9 , 

234", 236 s , 242 17 , 244°, 252 20 , 252 22 , 254 13 , 258 31 , 26o 19 , 268 8 , 268 12 , 
274 21 , 278 23 , 28o u , 286 21 . 

(a-, for-, ge) don i 19 , 54 2 °, 7 8 4 , 102 13 , u8' 5 , 156', 2 4 6 24 , 2 5 6 13 , 
258 19 , 260 1 , 286 12 ; (a) do io 4 2S ; d6S 230 27 ; (for-, ge) don (pp.) 34 19 , 
36", 54 2e , 9 2 3 «, 118 28 , n8 27 , 130 29 , 132 9 , 134 32 . (for) draf 72 30 . 

(a) fgdde 152 29 . (an-, ofer-, on) fon I26 18 , 164 8 (C), 164 32 , 164 32 
(C), 218 34 , 282'. (a-, ge) for 4', 4 13 , 4 39 , 5 2 ', 17 24 , 30 2 , 3 o 2 », 50 24 , 
52", 74 2 , 7 6 6 , 76 13 , 80 24 , 80 29 , 8 4 2 , 84", 90 16 , 9 8 4 , 114 2 , 114', 114 12 , 
116", 116 18 , 116 24 , 118 21 , 124 26 , 126 11 , 126 13 , 130 6 , 132 4 , 132", 134 1 , 
I34 4 . I34 10 . 138 22 , 150 19 , 158 s0 , i68 2 «, 168 27 , 194 2 , 198 33 , 202 24 , 204 3 , 

204 25 , 206 u , 208 27 , 2IO' 4 , 2l8 8 , 2l8 12 , 220 4 , 220 6 , 224", 226 22 , 228 9 , 

230 4 , 232", 238 18 , 240 1 , 240 15 , 240 18 , 240 20 , 240 22 , 240 27 , 240 30 , 242 30 , 

260 9 , 262 s8 , 268 24 , 270 11 ., 270", 272', 272 16 , 274 22 , 276", 276 21 , 276 22 , 
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28o 14 , 282', 282", 282", 284 s3 , 286 14 , 288", 284" (C)> 284 s3 , 286", 
288"; gefore 19 32 . 

(ge-, ut) gan 120 31 , 124 15 , 134 18 , 212 6 . gewat 78 18 . 

halt 12 1 ; h6t 1". (be-, to) hlad 102", 102 32 . 

(ge) iecte 216". 

(be) led 122 26 . (for) 16t 258 18 , 258", 272 s , 280 30 . liS 20 33 . 

(ge) seed 88 28 , 102 34 . (a) scop 40 s3 . (ut) scyt 8 S1 , i2 26 , 14", 22 3 , 
22 29 . (for) slog 124 3 , 200 31 , 214 12 . (wiS) soc 78 s . (a-, ge) spon 
30 s0 , 66", 68 13 , 146 7 , 204 39 , 218 10 . (ge) stod 252". (be) swac 66", 
210". swor 190 22 . syn (subj. 3 pi. pres.) 30 4 . 

(geor) truwige 86 4 (C). 

(be) fohtan 174 30 (C). 

wat (know) 242 32 . wrat 234 s . 

Adverbs. 

a (ever) 17", 212' 7 , 228", 230', 270*. aer 48 s4 , 54 14 , 56 2B , 58', 
8o 2 ", 84 s , 94", g8 2 , 98 18 , 98 2 ', 98 29 , 116 32 , n8 28 , 122 23 , 136 21 , 144", 
I46 22 , 146 30 (C), I56 28 , 162", 192 16 , 212", 224 4 , 238 11 . 

eac 34', 36 16 , 4 2 16 , 42". 

hii 34". hwon 48 1 ". 

ma 80 33 , 136 23 . maest 260 32 . 

na 200 29 . 

swa.98 15 (C). swfyor 216". 

J.4 30 23 , 86" (C), 152 15 (C). ]>a?r 130 6 (C). 

tit 8 20 , 20 7 , 20", 2i', 34 16 , 72 13 , 9 2 28 , 92 30 , 9 6 3 , 118 33 , 168 4 , 178 s1 , 
206 18 , 258 s , 258", 276" ; ute 98 s ; ut sihte 262 s8 . 

Prepositions. 
to 222 14 , 242 s7 ; to foraetan 34 s6 ; to geheton 234". 

Prefixes. 

abaedon 268 16 . (un) aablinnendlice 36 31 . abrecan 206 16 ; abraec 
124 6 ; abraecon 170 23 ; abrocen 3 33 . abrodne 134 14 . aceorfan 76 31 ; 
acorfen 172 4 . acwaelan 92 2B , 250 4 ; dcwealde H2 18 , 206 28 ; acwealdon 
260 26 . acwencean 2Co' 7 . adreefde I26' 5 , I26 19 , 126 2 '; adraefed 
150 23 . adruncne 226 11 . adyde 204 9 (C). aeargoden 212 20 . 
aflymede 238 21 (C); afliemed i 26 . afor 124 22 , 186 29 , 246"; af6r 
124 26 . afuhten 230". afylde 258' (C); afylled 188 27 . agaeled 
134 20 . ageafan 224 14 . agoldene 250". ahof 78 3 ' ; dhofan 112 32 ; 



VOWEL-LENGTH IN KING ALFREDS OROSIUS. 323 

updhofon 222" ; ahafen 278", 284 30 . ahon 164 s8 ; aheng 222 s0 ; 
ahengon 276 16 . ahleop 130 29 ; dhleopon 244 17 . dliefan 238'; 
dliefed 202 20 . alibban 108 17 . aloccoden 206 18 , 222 s . ameldad 
166 29 . amirre 212 27 ; amirdon 162 26 . arseran 232"; araernesse 
(sb.) 98°. dreccean 86 15 . ariman 50 13 ; undrimede 102 22 ; unari- 
medlice 88' 2 . asaede ioo 26 . dscop 72'*. asende 44". aslawoden 
212 18 . asmorodon 224". aspon 240 11 ; aspon 66", 204 30 . dstige 
142 20 . (up) ateon 202 23 ; dtugan 226 18 . afeostrade 256". dwende 
78°, 250 30 . aweorpan 198 30 . dwerede 134 26 ; dweredon 210 33 . 
aweste 62 2 ; awestan 56 12 , 142 19 ; aweston 204", 204 22 . awritene 
258 14 . 

II. — Secondary Lengthening. 

Nouns. 
god 102 18 . 
hand 134". 
mon 1 36". 
(ge)neTa266"(C). 
sciprapas 18 21 ; scfprapum 18 3 . 
weg 172 22 (C). wind 226". 

Pronouns, 
hi 36 1 , 130" (O; hfs 130 6 (C); him 150". 

Adjectives. 
Langbeardas 192 9 (C). 

Verbs. 
(ge) aerneft 21 4 . 
(a) braec 74 29 , 104 29 . 
(a)fylde 258' (C). 
(on) hangen 256 15 (C). 

(be-, ge) saet 116 9 , 118 4 , 270', 280 23 . seglode 19". (on) staeled 
ioo 11 (C). 
(ge) trymedon 38 80 . 
wr6cende 50 21 ( C~) ; wrasc 262". 

Adverbs. 

nu 64 18 , 182 22 (O, 238 s (C). 

lip 5 2 », 22 4 , 220", 226', 226", 226"; upahofon 122 34 . 
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Prepositions. 
of 42 16 , 42 ,e , 42 18 , 216 34 . 6n 38 s3 , 40 ,s , 42", 220 , °. 

Prefixes. 

andrysne 244 s . 

fordon 118". 

gedydon 142 8 . 

onion 268 21 . 

rinarimede 102" ; ilnarimedlice 224 s9 ; linarimedlican 82" ; (ge) 
linaredon 34 s3 ; tfnasecgendlicre 6o' ; ilneafe 84 10 ; tfngearwe 98" ; 
lingemedic 126"; tfngemet(t)lice 48 17 , 96", 124 29 ; tfngemetlican 
8o 36 ; lingemetlicre 30""; lingefwsernes 82 30 ; ilnmiltsunge 64 18 ; 
linoferwunnen 156 28 ; tinspedigan 20' 7 ; ilnspedgestan 30 4 ; tin- 
tweogend 134 s7 ; linweorf 84 s3 . 

wanspeda 116 34 . 

III. — Proper Nouns. 

AhtSne 96" (C). Amintas 130 21 . Archalaus 238 1 (C). Aris- 
tonocuse 224 s . 

Blecingaeg 20 3 . BosiriSis 40". 

Catone 242 30 (C). 

Helioses 176 32 (C). 

Iustinus 32". 

Laeland 19 35 . Langbeardas 192 9 (C). Leuinus 196". 

Macedonie ioo 13 (C). Manfeld io8 2 °. Minotheo 130 10 . 

Numantiam 220 19 (C). 

Orosius. 

Paflogoniam 224". Parapemenas 144 6 (C). Pharaon 34". 
Pholomeus 142 s6 (C). Phtolomgus 146 4 (C). 

Rin 22". Romware 48 17 . 

Sarfanapolus 50 39 ; SarSanopolim 42 s . SarSiniam 172 14 (C). 
Scipio 222 13 (C); Scipian 222™ (C). Sconeg 19 35 . Sompeius 
(error for Pompeius) 32 28 , 34 4 . 

Albert S. Cook. 



